
St. Paul The Apostle Roman Catholic Church
346 West Main Street, Hancock, New York 13783 Ph: 607-637-2571 e-mail: stpauls@hancock.net

Our Mission
We are a Eucharistic

community dedicated to
making disciples of
Jesus who love God

wholeheartedly and others
compassionately,

serving the world selflessly,
and boldly evangelizing

Christ’s Good News.

Mass for The Sabbath

Saturday 6:30 PM
Sunday   8:00 AM
Daily Service:
As scheduled in Bulletin

 Eighteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

August 2, 2026

Welcome! We hope to know you and invite you to serve with us.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday after 6:30 PM Mass
Other times by appointment.

Low gluten
Those suffering from an intolerance to gluten are
advised that St. Paul’s keeps Low Gluten Hosts on
hand for those who need them. Simply check in
with an usher to arrange for one.

Sacrament of Baptism
Because of the importance of the celebration of the
sacrament of baptism, please consider carefully the
man or woman of faith you chose to inspire and
educate your child in the ways of our faith for the
entirety of their lives. We suggest calling the church
office during your pregnancy so that a more thor-
ough preparation may take place. Godparents must
be practicing Catholics and submit a certificate of
eligibility from their parish prior to the Baptism.
Baptisms will normally take place at a parish week-
end Mass. Date and time will be scheduled by the
pastor.

Sacrament of Matrimony
For adequate preparation, arrangements should be
made at least 6 months in advance.

Sacrament of Anointing
Please let the parish office know if someone is
seriously ill. If you know of anyone who is unable to
get to Mass, we would be glad to help arrange
transportation.

Membership in our
Catholic Community
New members are warmly welcomed and
may register by calling the parish office or
online. If you move out of the area or change
your address, please notify the parish office.

Pastor
Rev. Dr. Bernard Osei Ampong

Parish Secretary
Kelly Cutler 607-637-2571

Bookkeeper
Mike Argiros 607-637-2571

Religious Education
Kristy White 607-637-2571

Parish Trustees
Kevin Caramore 607-637-2571
Roxanne Losicco 570-575-4333

Cemetery
Jerrie VanMater 607-637-3533

Custodian
Lawrence Ligas 607-637-2571

Finance Council Chairperson
Valerie Hunter 607-637-2571

Pastoral Council President
Kenneth Salvestrini 607-637-2571

Communion for the
Home Bound Ministry
Mary Ann Hunter 607-637-2571

Bethany Ministry
Ginny Gotthardt 607-637-2414
Karen White 607-637-2467

Pre-School  607-637-3146
Lorena Soccodato Teacher

Director Music Ministry
Charlene Caramore 607-637-2571

Men’s Group
Kevin Caramore 607-637-2571

OCIA
Kevin Caramore 607-637-2571
Charlene Caramore 607-637-2571

Bulletin Concerns
Paul Bartholomew 607-637-5409

Respect Life Ministry
TBD

St. Paul’s Saintly Sweepers
Sacristan
Maureen Hunt 607-637-2571

Hospitality Team
Call 607-637-2571

Walking with Moms in Need
Virginia Siegler 845-887-5753



TAKE NOTEMASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 St. Alphonsus Liguori
6:00 P.M. Rosary
6:30 P.M. Deceased Members

of St. Paul’s Parish
SUNDAY, AUGUST 2
7:30 A.M. Rosary
8:00 A.M. Evan Appley & AJ Satkowski
  by Pat O’Brien & Family
MONDAY, AUGUST 3
9:00 A.M. Rosary
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4 St. John Vianney
9:00 A.M. Rosary/Miraculous Medal Novena
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 5 The Dedication of the
                Basilica of St. Mary Major
9:00 A.M. Rosary/Morning Prayer
6:00 P.M. Adoration
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6 Transfiguration of the Lord
9:00 A.M. Rosary/Communion Service
FRIDAY, AUGUST 7 St. Sixtus II
9:00 A.M. Rosary/First Friday Adoration
4:45 P.M. Evening Prayer
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 St. Dominic
6:00 P.M. Rosary
6:30 P.M. Deceased Members

of St. Paul’s Parish
SUNDAY, AUGUST 9
7:30 A.M. Rosary
8:00 A.M. John O’Brien
  by Pat O’Brien & Family

LECTORS for August 8/9
6:30 P.M. G. Gotthardt
8:00 A.M. E. White
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS for August 8/9
6:30 P.M. (Host) K. Cutler
6:30 P.M. (Cup) L. Ligas
8:00 A.M. (Host) K. White
8:00 A.M. (Cup) Jim Stevenson
ALTAR SERVERS for August 8/9
6:30 P.M. K. Caramore
8:00 A.M. S. Nichols

Red Cross Blood Drive is this Monday, August 3, 2026
from 1:00 PM to 5:30 PM in the Father Rausch Hall. All are
invited.
      * * *
St. John Vianney - Patron Saint of Parish Priests. Feast
Day: August 4. “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers
are few; pray therefore that Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into his harvest.” - Matthew 9:37-38 St. John
Vianney (1786-1859), affectionately know as the Curé of
Ars, was a humble French parish priest whose holiness
transformed an entire village. Though he struggled in his
studies and considered himself ordinary, God used his
faithful heart to accomplish  extraordinary things. St. John
spent countless hours hearing Confessions, preaching
God’s mercy, and leading souls closer to Christ. His deep
love for the Holy Eucharist and unwavering dedication to
prayer inspired thousands to return to the faith. As the
patron saint of parish priests, St. John Vianney reminds us
to pray for our clergy, support them with gratitude, and
seek the grace of the Sacraments, especially
Reconciliation. Through his example, may we grow in
holiness and trust that God can accomplish great things
through humble and faithful hearts. St. John Vianney,
pray for our priests and for all of us!
      * * *
Join us as we kick off St. Paul’s Summer Movie Night
this Tuesday, August 4, at 6:30 PM with Episode 1 of
“House of David”. The showing will take place at the
Bridgewater Building (formerly the Hancock Cinemas).
Enjoy a free movie, popcorn, and soda as we gather for an
evening of entertainment. Everyone is welcome, so invite
your family, friends, and neighbors!
      * * *
On August 5, the Church celebrates the Dedication of the
Basilica of St. Mary Major in Rome, the oldest church in
the West dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. Built after
the Council of Ephesus (A.D. 431), which proclaimed
Mary as Theotokos (“God-bearer” or “Mother of God”),
this magnificent basilica stands as a lasting witness to the
Church’s love and devotion to Our Lady. According to an
ancient tradition, the Blessed Virgin appeared in a dream
to Pope Liberius and a Roman nobleman, asking that a
church be built in her honor where snow would miracu-
lously fall. On the morning of August 5, snow was said to
have covered the Esquiline Hill in the heat of the summer,
marking the place where the basilica would be built.
While this story is a cherished tradition rather than a
historical certainty, it beautifully reminds us of Mary’s
loving care and her desire to lead all people to her Son. As
we honor this feast, let us turn to Mary with confidence,
asking for her prayers and striving to imitate her humble
faith and complete trust in God. As Elizabeth proclaimed,



“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit
of your womb!” (Luke 1:42) May Our Lady of St. Mary
Major draw us even closer to Jesus Christ.
  * * *
Lay Carmelite Community Forming - We invite you to
explore the developing Third Order Carmelite
Community of St. Elias Province at St. Mary’s Our Lady
of the Lake Church, Cooperstown. We will be having a
Come and See informational meeting Saturday, August 22
at noon in St. Mary’s Parish Hall in Cooperstown. Join us
and see the beauty of the 800 year old Carmelite tradition.
For more information and to register for the meeting,
please contact Diane Butz at 607-643-3796 or
dbutztoc@gmail.com.
  * * *
Mark your calendars for the Sacred Heart & St. Paul’s
Parish Picnic on Sunday, August 23, 2026, from
2:00-7:00 PM at Oquaga State Park! Be sure to save the
date now, and watch for more details in the bulletin.

* * *
Catholic Trivia - Test your knowledge of the faith! Each
week, two Catholic trivia questions will be posted here in
the bulletin. Come back next week to check your answers
and see how well you did. Have fun learning and growing
in faith!
1. What are the two parts of the Mass?
2. Recite the Nicene Creed.
ANSWERS FROM LAST WEEK:
1. What was the split between the Eastern Church and
Western Church in 1054 called?
The Great Schism: it was the joint ex-communication
of Cerularius and Humbert.
2. What is Mary’s promise to anyone who wears a brown
Scapular?
Whoever dies wearing the scapular shall not suffer
eternal fire.
      * * *
YOUCAT ~ Chapter One:
I Believe in God the Father. Man the Creature
61) In what does the equality of all men consist? All men
are equal inasmuch as they have the same origin in the
one creative love of God. All men have their Savior in
Jesus Christ. All men are destined to find their
happiness and their eternal blessedness in God. Hence
all men are brothers and sisters. Christians should practice
solidarity not only with other Christians but with everyone
and forcefully oppose racist, sexist, and economic
divisions in the one human family.
      * * *
This week’s spotlight for the businesses that support
         St. Paul’s by advertising in the bulletin
Jim & Gina’s Greenhouse Landscaping 607-637-4633
     Socorro’s Perfectly Priced Shop 607-637-2100

Remember to support those that support St. Paul’s

Prayer Intention of Pope Leo XIV for August: For
evangelization in the city. Let us pray that in large cities
often marked by anonymity and loneliness we find new
ways to proclaim the Gospel, discovering creative paths to
build community.
  * * *
MONTHLY FOOD PANTRY NEEDS:
Week of 8/2 Jelly
Week of 8/9 Canned potatoes
Coffee, Tea and Sugar are welcomed anytime. Please
drop off items at the church doors. Thank you for your
generosity.

* * *
Walking with Moms in Need - Thank you for your
continued generosity and support of mothers and families in
need. At this time, we are especially requesting donations of
toothbrushes & toothpaste (adult and children), liquid
hand/dish soap, kitchen trash bags and cleaning supplies.

* * *
The next Men’s Group will be Thursday, August 13 at 7
PM in the DeSerio Ctr.

SACRIFICIAL GIVING July 25/26
Number of regular collection envelopes…..………26
Loose cash and checks..………….…….……$620.00
Regular envelope collection………..………..$403.00
Total….….….…………..….………………$1,023.00
Additional Offerings
Votive Candles………………………………..$36.00
Donation……………………………………..$300.00
Attendance July 25/26
Saturday: 6:30 PM……………………………….. 38
Sunday: 8:00 AM ..…….………….………………45
Total:………………….……………….…………. 83

18th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           August 2, 2026

THE WEEK AHEAD
Monday, August 3

(Office Closed)
1:00 - 5:30 PM Red Cross Blood Drive - Hall

Tuesday, August 4
6:30 PM St. Paul’s Movie Night - Bridgewater Church

Wednesday, August 5
6:00 PM Prayer Group - Rectory

6:00 - 7:00 PM Adoration - Church
Thursday, August 6

6:00 PM Finance Meeting - Hall
Friday, August 7

7:00 PM Alcoholics Anonymous - Hall
Cleaning Group # 2: G. Gotthardt, J. Stevenson

STEWARDSHIP



Hancock
LiquorStore

Theresa Allen
Owner

27 West Main St.
Hancock, NY 13783

607-637-5364
hls@hancock.net

Jim   Gina’s&Greenhouse          Landscaping

Offering:
Markers, Monuments, Mausoleums,

Cemetery Lettering, Cleaning &
Any Type of Restoration Work

Serving you From:
Henderson-Biedekapp Funeral Home

Parisefh@echoes.net
570-382-3558

Serving All Faiths

www.hbfuneralchapel.com

41 Yendes St.
Hancock, NY 13783
Ph: 607-637-2491
Fax: 607-637-4778

www.BisbeeLumberAndSupply.Com

607-637-2581 Fax: 607-637-4471

Henderson-Biedekapp
Funeral Chapel

Hancock, New York 13783

Bennett Lawn & Log LLC
SMALL ENGINE SPECIALIST

Sales & Service for
Briggs & Stratton - Tecumseh - Kohler

Husqvarna - Stihl - Kawasaki
Honda Engines and more.

Bruce
Bennett

1139 Cadosia Rd. Hancock, NY 13783

24723 State Hwy 97
Hancock, NY 13783

607-637-4401

Fall Leagues
Saturday & Sunday Specials

Birthday Parties
Large Group Rates Annual

April Tournament Camps
Welcome

Pro Shop- Snack Bar Video
Games-Pool Table

Fox
Bowling
Center

Saturday & Sunday - Open Bowling Rock 'n' Bowl- Glow Bowl ®

HAVE
A

HEART.
PromiseLandChildren.com

(Just past Bisbee Lumber)
Hancock, NY 13783 607-637-4633

Jim & Gina Rotzler

Gales
Boat Storage

Safe & Secure Year Round
570-616-7951

Sharon (Dennis) Gordon
Lic Real Estate Salesperson in NY & PA

607-778-9954
Sharond@hancock.net
Joanne McGibney Real Estate
676 North Sanford Rd.
Deposit, NY 13754

AFFORDABLE CLOTHING

& HOME GOODS
Donations Accepted

140 E. Front St. Hancock, NY 13783
607-637-2100

Socorro’s
Perfectly
Priced
$hop

LITTLELITTLE
ITALY

R I S T A U R A N T E

PIZZA- HEROES-PASTA
EAT IN-TAKE OUT

607-637-2855
43 West Main St. Hancock

D I N N E R L U N C H

                       CUSTOM SIGNS, BANNERS,
VEHICLE LETTERING, STONE ENGRAVING,
GRAPHIC ARTS, AND MORE.

  JOHN FARNSWORTH | 917-538-9754
GALLOPINGHORSEGRAPHICS@GMAIL.COM

Call

216 Wheeler St. t
PO Box 519

Hancock, NY
13783

(607) 637-3591

216 Wheeler St.  PO Box 519
Hancock, NY 13783

(607) 637-3591
www.hancockherald.com

email: hancockherald@hancock.net

Bringing you all the local news since 1873
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